RESOLUTION #624

DECLARATION OF LOCAL STATE OF EMERGENCY AND EXECUTIVE ORDER
COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY PURSUANT TO SECTION 14-111 OF
THE PUBLIC SAFETY ARTICLE OF THE ANNOTATED CODE OF MARYLAND

RECITALS:

WHEREAS, the disease known as COVID-19 is a severe respiratory disease, resulting in
illness or death, caused by the person-to-person spread of the novel coronavirus;

WHEREAS, the novel coronavirus, as a viral agent capable of causing extensive loss of
life or serious disability, is a deadly agent;

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization has declared the novel coronavirus outbreak
a global pandemic;

WHEREAS, the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has
declared that COVID-19 creates a public health emergency;

WHEREAS, on March 5, 2020, Governor Lawrence J. Hogan declared that a State of
Emergency and Catastrophic Health Emergency exists within the entire State of Maryland due to
the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak;

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, President Donald J. Trump declared a National
Emergency concerning the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak;

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control has issued guidance to all state and local
governments, and all citizens, recommending certain actions to reduce community spread of

COVID-19;

WHEREAS, the transmission of the novel coronavirus in Dorchester County is a threat
to human health;

WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a public health catastrophe and public emergency and poses
an immediate danger to public safety;

WHEREAS, the President of the County Council serves as the principal executive
officer of the County; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 14-111 of the Public Safety Article of the Annotated
Code of Maryland, the principal executive officer of a political subdivision may declare a local
state of emergency in order to activate the response and recovery aspects of any applicable local
state of emergency plan and authorize the provision of aid and assistance under such plans.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDERED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL
OF DORCHESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND THAT Dorchester County is under a local state
of emergency due to the disease COVID-19, caused by the novel coronavirus.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED THAT Dorchester County, its employees,
servants, and agents are empowered to do all lawful acts and implement all lawful procedures
considered necessary to prevent or alleviate the effects of the emergency.



AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED THAT all emergency powers of the County
Council under the Dorchester County Charter and State law are hereby enabled, including but
not limited to, Section 512 of the Dorchester County, Maryland Charter and in accordance with
all applicable State and local emergency plans.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED THAT Dorchester County hereby requests, and
authorizes the receipt of all available Federal and State aid, resources, and assistance to protect
the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Dorchester County pursuant to Title 14 of
the Public Safety Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED that this state of emergency shall be effective
beginning at immediately upon adoption on March 23, 2020 and will continue until cancelled by
order of the President of the County Council of Dorchester County or by the Governor of
Maryland, but in any event shall not continue for more than 30 days without affirmative vote by
the County Council.

ADOPTED/EFFECTIVE: COUNTY COUNCIL OF
DORCHESTER COUNTY

S bt

Keit Adkins, Couniy Manager Jay L. Newcomb, President

March 20, 2020

ATTEST:




